
Recruit your community—Local Government Resolutions

Recruit your community—
pass the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank!
Resolution campaign

Success

27 July 2021: Narrabri Shire Council in NSW unanimously passed a motion supporting the
CPSB;
28 July 2021: Banana Shire Council in QLD carried a similar motion with no opposition;
3 August 2021, the Licensed Post Office Group endorsed the Commonwealth Postal
Savings Bank Bill;
18 November 2021: Shire of Yilgarn in WA unanimously carried a motion supporting the
CPSB;
25 August 2022: Cobar Shire Council in NSW passed a Mayoral Minute resolution in support
of CPSB;
5 September 2022: Strathfield City Council in Sydney, NSW unanimously passed motion
supporting CPSB;
20 September 2022: Shire of Flinders in QLD resolved to write to Robbie Katter (QLD State
MP for Traeger) in support of the CPSB (PDF Extract)
17 October 2022: City of Wagga Wagga in NSW unanimously carried a motion urging the
Government to consider a Post Office people’s bank (PDF Extract)
25 October 2022: District Council of Coober Pedy in SA passed a motion in support of the
CPSB (PDF Extract)
7 November 2022: LaTrobe City Council in VIC unanimously carried motion calling for the
CPSB to be passed (PDF Extract)
15 November 2022: Livingstone Shire Council in QLD carried a motion supporting the CPSB
(PDF Extract)
15 November 2022: Shire of Dowerin in WA carried a unanimous motion in support of the
CPSB (PDF Extract)
16 November 2022: Etheridge Shire Council in QLD unanimously carried motion supporting
the CPSB (PDF Extract)
24 November 2022: Ballina Shire Council in NSW carried a motion similar to that passed by
the City of Wagga Wagga. (PDF Extract)
14 December 2022: Mornington Shire Council in QLD carried a motion supporting a
government post office bank. (PDF Extract)
19 December 2022: Upper Hunter Shire Council  in NSW unanimously carried motion in
support of the CPSB. (PDF Extract)
31 January 2023: Derwent Valley Council in TAS carried a motion to write to the
Government expressing its support for creating a pubic post office bank. (PDF Extract)
23 Feburary 2023: Barkly Regional Council in the NT unanimously carried motion in support
of the CPSB. (PDF Extract)
19 April 2023: Cumberland City Council in NSW carried a motion supporting the
establishment of a Government Bank operating through post offices. (PDF Extract)
13 June 2023: Barunga West Council in SA endorsed the CPSB, and will communicate its
support for it to their local Federal MP. (PDF Extract)
17 August 2023: Temora Shire Council  in NSW carried motion in support of a Public Post
Office Bank. (PDF Extract)
17 October 2023: Edward River Council in NSW passed a resolution to write a letter of
support for a Public Post Office Bank. (PDF Extract)
27 February 2024: Naracoorte Lucindale Council in SA carried a motion in support of

To promote and build support for the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank (CPSB), we have
drafted a resolution which can be adopted by local councils, chambers of commerce, union branches,
political party branches, and indeed any community organisation. This draft is the beginning point for
discussion and motions will vary from institution to institution.

http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/draft-resolution-for-a-national-post-office-peoples-bank.pdf
https://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/2023-04/20220922_flinders-council.pdf
https://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/2023-04/20221017_wagga-wagga.pdf
https://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20221025_cooberpedy.pdf
https://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/2023-04/20221107_latrobe.pdf
https://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/2023-04/20221115_livingtstone.pdf
https://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/2023-04/20221115_dowerin.pdf
http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20221116-etheridge.pdf
https://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/2023-04/20221124_ballina.pdf
https://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/2023-04/20221214_mornington.pdf
https://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20221219_upper-hunter.pdf
https://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/2023-04/20230131_derwent.pdf
http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20230223-barkly.pdf
http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20230419-cumberland.pdf
http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20230613_barunga_west.pdf
http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20230817_temora_shire.pdf
http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20231017_edward_river.pdf


establishing a Post Office People's Bank. (PDF Extract)
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Narrabri Shire Council (NSW) motion and rationale

As seen from these results, activists are taking this motion/resolution and motivating its adoption.

DOWNLOAD all the above Council Motions as single PDF

The Citizens Party urges all Australians who support a post office people’s bank to take to their local
council, chamber of commerce, union branches, political party branches, indeed any community
organisation, and ask them to endorse the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill.

In moving the motion endorsing the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank (CPSB), Councillor Maxine
Booby provided the following “rationale”:

“As Councillors would be aware Wee Waa has recently lost both banks and their services.

This has disadvantaged many people and businesses and charity groups in town. Businesses have had
to allow an employee to travel to Narrabri to do business banking. This involves 1-2 hours of lost time.

Businesses need to bank daily takings and or access cash to service customers in their shopping. Not
everyone uses EFTPOS cards.

Charities do not have local access for cash for functions and these functions run on cash, ie: raffles,
street stalls, Christmas carnival etc. A Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank would ensure these
services that are so important to the smooth functioning of a community.

The present arrangement between the National Australia Bank and Commonwealth Banks can change
at the banks’ whim. Already charges for transactions have increased to $4.50.

The situation in Wee Waa is exacerbated by the removal of the town’s ATM. EFTPOS is available for
limited cash at IGA and the Bowling Club if you are a member. When the internet went down last week
for 3 days people could not access their money and businesses could not service cards or cash outs.

A Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank (CPSB) would permanently secure the financial viability of
Australia Post and the LPOs, based on a legislated agreement with Australia Post that guarantees the
LPOs share the revenue—their income will not be at the mercy of the private banks deciding whether
or not to renew their Bank@Post deals.

It would guarantee financial services for all Australians. The private banks have abandoned small
towns in regional Australia and low-income suburbs, but they all have post offices, through which they
will be able to bank with CPSB.

http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20240227_naracoorte_lucindale.pdf
http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/draft-resolution-for-a-national-post-office-peoples-bank.pdf
http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20240227-post-office-bank-passed-council-motions.pdf
http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20210727-Narrabri-Shire-Council-CPSB-Resolution.jpg
http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20210727-Narrabri-Shire-Council-CPSB-Resolution.jpg
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Banana Shire Council (QLD) motion

will be able to bank with CPSB.

It would guarantee bank deposits. The CPSB will be a public bank, owned by the government, which
will guarantee all deposits, so Australians who bank at the postal bank will know they won’t lose their
savings in a financial crisis or deposit “bail in”.

There would be no “de-banking”. As a public bank the CPSB will not be allowed to discriminate by de-
banking lawful businesses.

It would support cash payments. The private banks are trying to do away with cash, which would be a
disaster. The CPSB would allow people to always access cash.”

The Executive Management of Narrabri Council added the comment: “It should be noted that the
above motion is a template motion drafted by the Australian Citizens Party.”

In a 29 July letter to the local MP, Cr Neville Ferrier, Mayor of Banana Shire Council advised that
Council passed a resolution (right) in support of the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank proposal at
its general meeting on 28 July 2021.

In that letter he makes the point, “Council acknowledges that the National Australia Bank and the
Commonwealth Bank have agency arrangements with Australia Post through to 2030 and that
Westpac are currently negotiating longer term arrangements with Australia Post as well.”

“Notwithstanding the above arrangements the reality for small and medium sized rural communities is
that the above arrangements are commercial in nature and subject to change at short notice.
Council’s view is that the above arrangements do not offer long-term security of access to banking
services for rural communities. Council has supported the establishment of a Commonwealth Postal
Savings Bank to offer long term security of access to banking services to rural communities as well as
ensuring the ongoing sustainability of post offices in rural communities.”

Council’s actions got some local media attention in the Rockhampton, The Morning Bulletin with an
article, CQ Council endorses idea for national bank, by Lachlan Berlin on 5 August 2021.

http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20210728-Banana-Shire-Council-CPSB-Resolution.jpg
http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20210728-Banana-Shire-Council-CPSB-Resolution.jpg
https://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/rockhampton/cq-council-endorses-idea-for-national-bank/news-story/20fa533728bc4a34d4f61f5300622bdd
https://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/rockhampton/cq-council-endorses-idea-for-national-bank/news-story/20fa533728bc4a34d4f61f5300622bdd
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Shire of Yilgarn (WA) motion

In response to a very detailed email the Shire of Yilgarn in Western Australia passed a motion in
support of the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill on 18 November 2021.

It is noted in the Chief Executive Officer's Report that the resolution was raised at an earlier Councillor
Discussion Session after having "received an email from a Melissa Harrison, who introduces herself as
a researcher and reporter for the Australian Alert Service, the weekly magazine of the Australian
Citizens Party, whereby the “Councillors sought to have the matter referred to the November Council
meeting for a determination.”

It is noted by the Chief Executive Officer that the "Yilgarn district has lost two banks in the last few
years and the community, including the Shire, are reliant on the local Australia Post outlet, or must
travel over 200km round trip for depositing and in person banking needs.

http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20211118-YILGARN-Council-CPSB-Motion.jpg
http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20211118-YILGARN-Council-CPSB-Motion.jpg
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Cobar Shire Council (NSW) motion

Strathfield City Council (NSW) motion

On 28 August 2022, Cobar Shire Council became the forth council to support the Commonwealth
Postal Savings Bank Bill.

Mayor Peter Abbot used his prerogative of a Mayoral Minute to initiate a discussion and motion that
passed 6-4 in favour of council writing to their Local State and Federal Members of Parliament, to
inform them of “Council’s desire to support passage of the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill
through Parliament”; and for the motion to be forwarded to the next Local Government NSW
conference “for consideration and support”.

As one councillor said during debate on the likelihood of getting the post office bank, even if it doesn’t
come to pass, it might “force the banks to stop shutting down branches”.

http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20220828-Cobar-Shire-Council-CPSB-Excerpt-Full.jpg
http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/20220828-Cobar-Shire-Council-CPSB-Excerpt-Full.jpg


Click for PDF of Motion Text and Minutes Extract

LEFT: Kinglsey Liu and Andrew Soulos celebrate Strathfield City Council passing motion for post office
bank. RIGHT: Thumbs up from LPOG Angela Cramp and Andrew Hirst.

The financial bottom line of councils, can benefit from increased banking competition and low-
cost loans, is a local government issue.
Improving the quality of life for constituents is a responsibility that connects all levels of
government.

The Big 4 banks particularly have been closing branches at an alarming rate throughout
Australia over the last few decades. Post Offices have a public mandate to remain open to
communities everywhere.
The Big 4 banks particularly have been moving away from face-to-face services and towards
electronic services leaving traditional customers, including elderly and disabled, behind.

On 6 September inner-western Sydney’s Strathfield Council became the fifth Australian Council to
pass a motion endorsing an Australian postal bank. The vote was unanimous. Andrew Soulos, former
Mayor of Strathfield, and Kinglsy Liu ,Citizens Party Senate candidate for NSW, led the effort to make
this happen. The news was warmly greeted by Licensed Post Office Group (LPOG) Executive Director
Angela Cramp and Deputy Chair Andrew Hirst.

The motion read:

That Council write to each member and senator of the Federal Parliament urging that they support
the Commonwealth Postal Savings Bank Bill 2021 for:

(i) the betterment of every Strathfield and Australian citizen and
(ii) the betterment of Strathfield Council’s and all Australian Councils’ finances.

The Rationale behind the motion opens with:

Why is postal banking a local government issue?

Why the need for a post office bank?

NEXT — Solve financing needs of local government

BACK to Main Campaign Page
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http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/2022-09/20220906-STRATHFIELD-City-Council-Meeting-CPBS-Motion-Extract.pdf
http://citizensparty.org.au/sites/default/files/2022-09/20220906-STRATHFIELD-City-Council-Meeting-CPBS-Motion-Extract.pdf
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